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Leveled Book Characteristics Level A and B (DRA A-2)

Names of Students in Group

Behaviors

Handling books -- moving
through the text from front to
back, turning pages

Controlling left-to-right
movement and return sweep

Noticing and interpreting
detail in pictures

Using oral language in relation
to the text

Matching word-by-word
(pointing)

Paying close attention to print --
noticing some features of letters and
words

Locating familiar and new
words

Remembering and using
language patterns

Using knowledge of language
syntax as a source of
information

Using oral language in
combination with pointing-
matching voice with words

Predicting what makes sense

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 119



Leveled Book Characteristics Level C (DRA 3)

Names of Students in Group

Behaviors

Using visual information to
help predict, check, and
confirm

Controlling word-by-word
matching of voice with print

Using illustrations to predict
meaning as well as particular
words

Predicting from events what
will come next

Checking illustrations with
print

Using known words as anchors

Moving fluently through the
text while reading for meaning

Solving some unfamiliar
words independently

Engaging independently in
behaviors listed for B

Accumulating a reading

vocabulary -- a group of
known words

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 120



Leveled Book Characteristics Level D (DRA 4)

Names of Students in Group

Behaviors

Controlling early strategies (word-by-
word matching and directional
movement) on longer stretches of text

Moving away from finger
pointing as eyes take over the
process

Using patterns and language
syntax to read with phrasing

Checking on one's reading using
knowledge of letter-sound relationships,
words, and parts of words

Rereading to confirm reading
or problem solve

Checking one source of information
against another to confirm, make
another attempt, or self-correct

Moving fluently through the
text

Actively reading for meaning

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 121



Leveled Book Characteristics Level E (DRA 6-8)

Behaviors

Names of Students in Group

Tracking print with the eyes
except at points of difficulty or
on novel text

Using knowledge of language syntax
and meaning to read with phrasing

Reading fluently

Solving new words while
maintaining a focus on
meaning

Rereading to check, confirm,
and search

Cross-checking one source of
information with another

Self-correcting using multiple
sources of information

Predicting what will happen
next and reading to confirm

Using known words to get to
words not yet known

Relating one text to another

Using more information from
print to construct meaning of
the story

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p.122



Leveled Book Characteristics Level F (DRA 10)

Names of Students in Group

Behaviors

Being aware of punctuation
and using it for phrasing and
meaning

Searching visual information to
figure out new words while
reading

Using the syntax of written
language to predict, then checking
the accuracy of the prediction

Analyzing new words and
checking them against what
makes sense or sounds right

Controlling early strategies
even on novel texts

Reading with fluent phrasing
and attention to meaning

Moving quickly through text

Using known words and parts of words as
well as letter-sound relationships to get to
new words, and checking against other
information such as meaning

Using multiple sources of
information to self-correct

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 122



Leveled Book Characteristics Level F (DRA 10)

Behaviors

Names of Students in Group

Being aware of punctuation
and using it for phrasing and
meaning

Searching visual information to
figure out new words while
reading

Using the syntax of written
language to predict, then checking
the accuracy of the prediction

Analyzing new words and
checking them against what
makes sense or sounds right

Controlling early strategies
even on novel texts

Reading with fluent phrasing
and attention to meaning

Moving quickly through text

Using known words and parts of words as
well as letter-sound relationships to get to
new words, and checking against other
information such as meaning

Using multiple sources of
information to self-correct

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 122



Leveled Book Characteristics Level G and H (DRA 12-14)

Behaviors

Names of Students in Group

Moving through the text using
pictures and print in an integrated
way while attending to meaning

Solving new words by using word
analysis, then checking the words
against meaning

Monitoring one's reading (accurately
reading long stretches of text with
intermittent hesitations and repeats)

Self-correcting close to the
point of error

Rereading to check and search

Discussing ideas from the story
in a way that indicates
understanding

Discussing characters in a way that
indicates understanding and
interpretation

Effectively managing a variety
of texts, including fiction and
informational texts

Connecting text to other texts

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 123, 125



Leveled Book Characteristics Level I (DRA 16)

Behaviors

Names of Students in Group

Fluent and phrased reading,
especially when rereading

Competent problem solving of
new words on initial reading

Flexible checking of one's
reading against meaning

Using information sources (meaning,
structure, and visual information) in
integrated ways while focusing on

meaning 5

Making connections betwee
texts through discussion, art,
or writing

Demonstrating an understanding of
and empathy with characters
through discussion, art, or writing

Moving toward easy, fluent, reading
even of unfamiliar and difficult texts,
demonstrating less overt problem
solving

Self-correcting at the point of error
with fewer returns to the beginning
of sentences or phrases

Coping with unfamiliar
concepts

Gaining momentum while moving through
the text because knowledge is being
constructed about how this text works and
what it is likely to say

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 125-126




Leveled Book Characteristics Level J (DRA 18)

Names of Students in Group

Behaviors

Using skills and strategies
effectively on a variety of texts

Sustaining interest and fluency
through a longer text

Easily coming back to a text if
it requires more than one
sitting

Solving unfamiliar words or
concepts "on the run" without
detracting from meaning

Self-correcting when necessary to support meaning, but|
showing a general forward thrust (checking and self-
correcting behaviors become less overt and more
internal)

Reading silently much of the time,
no longer finding it necessary to
vocalize every word

Demonstrating an understanding of
the story or text through discussion,
art, and writing

Moving flexibly from
nonfiction to fiction and vice
versa

Using ideas from one's reading
in one's writing

Summarizing or extending a
given text

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 127



Leveled Book Characteristics Level K (DRA 20)

Names of Students in Group

Behaviors

Using multiple sources of
information in an integrated
way

Reading silently much of the
time

Effectively and efficiently
analyzing longer words

Using a variety of word
analysis strategies without
losing meaning or fluency

Reading in a phrased, fluent
way over longer stretches of
text

Demonstrating through discussion, writing, or other
media, that they can understand and interpret the
stories from different perspectives and empathize with
the characters

Using text structures (both narrative and
logic) to predict a likely sequence of events
or to analyze and critique the text

Sustaining characters and plot
over several days

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 128



Leveled Book Characteristics Level L (DRA 24)

The same behaviors noted for Level K, but exhibited in connection with those listed below.

Names of Students in Group

Behaviors

Using multiple sources of
information in an integrated
way

Reading silently much of the
time

Effectively and efficiently
analyzing longer words

Using a variety of word
analysis strategies without
losing meaning or fluency

Reading in a phrased, fluent
way over longer stretches of
text

Demonstrating through discussion, writing, or other
media, that they can understand and interpret the
stories from different perspectives and empathize with

the characters

Using text structures (both narrative
and logic) to predict a likely sequence of
events or to analyze and critique the text

Sustaining characters and plot
over several days

Doing all of the above through
Jonger stretches of text

More difficult vocabulary,
ideas, and language structures

More complex ideas and topics
and a greater range of genre

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 128, 129



Leveled Book Characteristics Level M (DRA 28)

Same behaviors listed for K and L, but exhibited in connection with those listed below.

Names of Students in Group

Behaviors

Longer stretches of text

More difficult vocabulary,
ideas, and language structures

More complex ideas and topics

A greater range of genres

Student can use texts as
references

Student can search for and
find information in texts

Student can interpret texts
from a variety of perspectives

Student can read critically

Student can understand
subtleties of plot and humor

Student can reflect on their personal
response in relation to how others
see the text

Text adapted from Guided Reading by Fountas Pinnell, p. 127-129



Alphabet

abcd efg
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vaocuum

window

x-roy

Yy

Zz

zipper
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Kindergarten High Date

Frequency Words

Name:
Oral Written

Word List
1. a 21. here
2. he 22. you
3. no 23. am
4. at 24. my
5. in 25. said
6. see 26. mom
7. an 27. like
8. | 28. the
9. so 29. she
10. and 30. dad
1. is
12. it
13. to
14. can
15. up
16. do
17. me
18. we
19. go
20. come




First Grade High Frequency Word Lists  Date:
Name:

Oral Written

Word List 1 Word List 2 Word List 3

1. a 21. the 41. one
2. he 22, all 42. out

3. no 23. how 43. him
4. at |24' see 44. as

5. in 25. like 45. or

6. see 26. be 44. get

7. an 27.if 47. look
8. 1 28. she 48. her

9. so 29. my 49. back
10. and 30. big 50. had
11.is 51. come
12. it 52. by
13. to 33. you 153. came
14. can 134. as 154. his
15. up 35. not

16. do é. for 156. of

17. me 7.am §|57. did
18. we 38. has » 8. was
19. go 39. day 59. now
20.on 40.I'm 60. have

Col. Total Col. Total

Total otal otal
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Checklist for Guided Reading

Managed Independent Learning Stations/Teacher with small group
Supply area: leveled books, dry erase boards, Magnadoodles, magnet
letters, lists for higher leveled sight word lists, ABC Chart,
colored overlays

Teacher prompting, teaching, reinforcing

Whisper Reading, Teacher one-on-one. Running Records,
Observational Notes

Running Record forms

Behaviors to Notice/Support forms

Turn and Talk

Word Work

Student modeling

Flexible groups

Anticipatory set/build Background schema
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Checklist for Interactive Read-Aloud

Lots of questioning and dialogue

Think out-louds

Thinking partners/Turn and talk

Sticky notes

One teaching point

The teacher's voice matches text and dialogue
Becoming the author's voice

Modeling of the language students should use
Validating student's efforts

Meaning drives process—asking higher process questions
Use of descriptive words----author’s words----moving
towards writing- - - -envisioning

Can lead into daily insights, especially poverty students
Can lead into shared reading or interactive writing
(gradual release of responsibility)

Active listening—active participation and learning skills
Engaged learners

Students surround teacher

Builds Oral Language

When you write---read..........Send off with a goal
Retelling/Big Idea
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Checklist for Interactive Writing

Group area/class meeting

Tier I Intervention Group

Sharing the pen

Prescriptive decision making
Accessible/Appropriate

Supplies: oops tape, chart paper, markers, dry erase boards,
Magnadoodles, word wall, ABC chart
Organized seating

Think partners-oral

Teacher modeling

Engagement

Negotiation of text

Fast Paced/excitement -

Re-reading

Differentiated instruction
Clipboards/activity sheet

Writing on floor, in the air, on their legs
Construction of words

Published pieces

Posted charts from Interactive Writing (graphic organizers anchor charts)

Morning Message

Bridge for prompt writing

Math explanation of how they got their answer
Science/Social Studies ( ex: KWLs)
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Checklist for Writer's Workshop

Teachers in conference with student

Students working on books

Student revising earlier pieces/student editing

Teacher modeling mini-lessons

Lots of print/samples/posted in the room

IRA/Mentor Texts..Turn and Talk partners about trying new idea
Peer sharing/revision

Sharing Author's Chair

Writers' Supply Area

~ Interactive writing/Shared Writing/Anchor Chars

Occasional prompt writing



Checklist for Managed Independent Learning Stations

Ooo0oan ooooooooooooad

ooooooooao

Students working in mixed leveled groups.

Student helpers and leaders

Teacher working with 1 to 6 students in leveled reading groups
Workboard/Management system

Stations posted/signs

T can lists"/Must do red, yellow green levels

Finished work activity

Turn in box or folder for finished and unfinished work.
Teacher working with student(s)-running records/observation notes
Intervention team pulling reading groups

Station introductions, mini-lessons; procedures

Organized commotion/active learning

Stations are based on classroom instruction-gradual release of
responsibility '

Students helping each other-learning teams

Teachers working with a small leveled group

Independent Writing, Writing Stations, Journals, Poetry
Independent reading Browsing Boxes, Library Stations, Theme/Research
Books

Partner Reading, Beanie Baby Bags

Vocabulary, Word Work, Language Stations, ABC Station
Interaction of all content areas

Pocket Chart Station/ Big Book Station
SmartBoard/Technology Station

Assessment Activities

Listening Station with response activities

Creative Writing/"Write the room”

Drama Station
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